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public policy like this, it was s most ungenerous
turn to give to the debate, to make it personal to t

the S crot try of State I shall, like the gentle- s

man from Massachusetts who has just taken his
seat. | Mr. Ashmun.| not ntterapt his defenoe f r

know nothing of the circumstances which have I

been referred to; but I ant sure every gentleman, r

of every p»rty. will agree with me, that public
reputation is public property , that the fame of a j
great mau is not to be throwu away idly ; that a

{

good name is to b valued above all price ; and
that extraordinary, groundless, and malignant
charges are not to be throwu out in a body like
this (which the eyes of the world behold) without
being replied to with something at least like severity,if not with indignation. A splendid reputationthat honors the country, to say the least
of it.a splendid reputation, that throws its lustreabout the American name.the golden orb of
which is already setting beneath the horizon of
time, is an 4Rect too much admired by me, at

least, to be willing to see a single speck placed
upon it by any malignant band If I could, sir,
1 would send down the fame of every great Americancitizen, of every party, to the grave, without
r single shadow to dim it. There is not a mau

living amongst us, l care not now nerce ine rivalryof party may hare been, or how heated the
content into which we hare been plunged.there
is not an illustrious living American that 1 do
not desire to see preserve throughout his life an

untarnished fame, and, at the close of his career,
sleep in an honored grave. And I ask whether
this committee will hear with patience charges so

unnecessarily, and I believe I may say so recklessly,thrown oat against the reputation of that
illustrious man
Mr Chairman, I must be allowed to say. that 1

believe much of the hostility that comes from that
quarter is due to the fact, that in the time which
has just gone by. when a cloud huDg over the
fortunes of this country which threw its portentousand threatening aspect over the whole heavens.Isay, it was because at that time, when good
men began to tremble for the fate of the Governmentand bid men began to hope it would be
overthrown.it was because that, at that moment,
this great man took the responsibility of breastingthe tide which was setting against the institutionsof the oonntry.I must believe, I say, that
it was because he lent himself to the great task
of resisting the legions which were bearing down
against the rights of the South, and put everythingat stake for his country, that he has been
assailed as he has been to-night by the insinuationswhich have been so grossly made against
him.

Mr. Allen Will the genllenian yield me the
floor for a moment ?
Mr Hilliird. No, sir, I must be excused. I

say that ( onnot but believe that it was because
of the grand and patriotic position into which
thai stateirnan threw himself at that moment itv^
our history with so much peril to himself that he
encountered the hostility which has expended
itself this evening The world will oome to this
conclusion, ile placed everything at stake for
the cause of his country, and notwithstanding
attacks of this kind against him, the fame which
was resplendent before, will go down to posterity
with a still richer lustre than it could have obtainedbut for the courage which he displayed
upon that occasion. He stands out. before the
eyes of mankind now in a more glorious and far
grander position than he could have occupied but
for the staud which he took at that darkest momentof our fortunes. For one, as an American,
I thank him for his courage, as a Southern man,
I am grnteful to him for his sel '-sacrificing patriotism,and I believe his name will be recorded
upon the pages of the history of our times in the
largest canitals. ami in the noblest terms. Mas-
sacbusetts may repudiate him.(I do not. believe
she will, Massachusetts will be true to her own

fame, aud will stand by her great Hon).but if
ehe were to repudiate him, the country would
take him up. lie is in no danger, lie stands
stronger to-day in the affections of bis countrymenthan he ever stood before. Such shafts cannotreach hiua.

Among the first acts of my public life in this
Hall, was the defence of that great statesman. I
r< juice that, by a piece of good fortuue, one of
the last acts of my public career should he the
same. I h ive had but one opiuiou of hiin from
the begiumug to the end. He rises like some tall
cliff in our midst. he must have mists nnd shadowsat his feet, but eternal sunshine gilds his noblebrow I admit that now the heavens are
crowded with constellations which adorn it, but
every man when he looks back to that period to
which I have referred, must remember how dark
it was, and will see that the lirst star which broke
the darkness was Webster. Since that time
others have arisen above thehomm, but he will
ever wear the great honor of emerging lirst, with
all his splendor, from the gloom which overshadowedhim.

Mr. Chairman, 1 felt that it was due from me
to this illustrous statesman, that as I commenced
my Congressional career, so I shall close it with
the expression of uiy high adintr"»M»» "r """ *

believe that he is upright. I believe ur «.

'he public council* of country oan bear w.U
.vj,u ms course, it has been above suspicion.
Every act lias been for his country. I believe
that he has no higher wish than the oue which he
bo nobly and eloquently expressed in his own

great speech, that " When his eyes shall he turnedto behold, for the last time, the sun in heaven,
he might not see him shining on the broken and
dishonored fragments of a once glorious Union
on States dissevered, discordant, belligerent; on
a land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may
be, in fraternal blood! Let their last feeble and
lingering glance, rather, behold the gorgeous ensignof the Republic, now known and honored
throughout the earth, still full high advanced, its
nrms and trophies streaming in their original
lustre, not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a single
star obscured, hcariug for its motto uo such miserableinterrogatory as, What is all this worth ?
Nor those other words of delusion and folly, Libertyfirst, and Union afterwards; hut everywhere,
spread all over in characters of living light, blazingon all its ample folds, as they float over the
sea and over the land, and in every wind under
the whole heavens, that other sentiment, dear to
every true American heart.Liberty nnd Union,
now and forever, one and inseparable!"
Wednesday morning, the subject was resumed

We make up our reports from the columns of the
Intelligencer and K- public.

Mr. King of New Jersey, having addressed the
Committee in relation to the subject under consideration.

Mr. Allen of Massachusetts asked the. consentof the Mouse to indulge him in a few remarks.
The Chairman said that the debate was now

closed, and unanimous conaeut must be obtained
Mr. Ashman expressed the hope that universal

consent would be given to his colleague
The Chairman said that he heard no objection

( ' Yes, sir." "I object'|
Mr Jones. J)oos it require unanimous consent1 If so, I object.
The Chairman called to order, the confusion in

the hall being great at this time.
Mr Allen. In the course of my remarks last

nightMr. Casey 1 object to the gentleman proceeding
The Chairman. The gentleman has three or

four minutes, the time for closing the debate not
having quite arrived.
Mr Allen I hope that the Mouse will not denyme a simple art of justice, |Cries of " Go on,"

"go on''] I had occasion.
Mr Thompson of Mississippi called to order,

as it was impossible to bear what was going on
The Chairman rapped, requesting gentlemen

to Uke their seats, especially those standing in
front of the Clerk's fable and in the aisles.

Mr. Casey rose to a point of order It was, that
the gentleman from New Jersey | Mr King| could
not yield the iloor to the geutleman from Massa-
chu.ifttd to make (t speech It required unanimousconsent, and he objected

Mr. Allen. I hope that no one will endeavor
to exclude the truth from the car of the House,
ami tbnt I will not he again interrupted. ["Go
on," " go on," " I object" The confusion, if possible.was increased |

Mr. Casey I rise to another ijuoetion of order.
It is, that the gentleman hits already spoken, and
that he cauuot again take the floor until others
have bad it.
The Chairman aaid that no other gentlemanhad contested the floor. |"Uo on, Allen, goon.")
Mr. Allen then alluded to what he said last

night as to Mr. Webster having, aa a condition for
Uking the oflice of Mecretary of Stale, demanded
the sum of fifty thousand dollars from business
men in Wall street, New York, nnd State street,Bostou. And how, he asked, had this statement
been met ? Not at all. lie did not distinctly hear
the enunciation of his colleague, [Mr. Ashmen.
nnd he could not apeak in the broken accents of
that gentleman But notwithstanding a member
of thie House, on hie responsibility, Mated a

grave fact, one gentleman, and then another, rose
last night, and endeavored to divert the attention
of the House, and to excite prejudioe against the
epeaker.
The Chairman informed the gentleman that the

time to which the debate was limited had expired
|Cries of " Go on"] The gentleman oould proceedonly hy unanimous consent. [Repetition of
eriea, " Go on;" " go on "J

Mr. Ashman. I suppose that I can speak live
minutes on an amendment

Mr. Bayly. I am entitled to the floor.
Mr. Ashmun Will the gentleman allow roe a

moment, in order to make a Matemeut which I
free not ready to make last night 1 I

v < r T
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Mr < 'artter rose to a question of order, amid

he confusion. Members ha^ithered in the are*, I

in 1 private conversation * is loudly indulged.
Several gentlemen addressed the Chairman, who i

t fused to recognise any one until order should <

>e restored. He then rapped and resorted to a

equest that gentlemen would resume their seats

Mr. Cartter rose to a question of order.that
tir Bayly had no right to yield the floor to Mr.
Ashmun.
Mr. Ilayly. I never pretended that I had.
Mr. ("artter. i don't say that
Mr. Bayly. 1 was quite aware if it. 1 yielded

to the gentleman, |Mr Ashmup.| supposing that
there was no objection.
Mr. Burt. 1 wish to make a suggestion. I unJ.*1 «»--» .tlanun frnm Virginia does

urrB'»i»u mm iuc ^cuiivuiou i.v.. ..0

not desire to occupy the floor for more than fifteen
minute*. I propose, bj unanimous consent, that

twenty minutes of the hoar he given to each of
the gentlemen from Massachusetts.

It was agreed to, and Mr. Allen was invited to
" go on

Mr. Allen then proceeded with his remarks
tie said that he had stated that no denial had
been made of the truth of his statement, lie wishedhis colleague to deny it now. that he might
have an opportunity to state a few facts. His colleaguedeclined, at least the House might so understandhim. Did his colleague mean to say
that he had made a denial of the statement last
night ? If he did, he would meet that denial;
and he would here say, that if there was a denial
from a responsible source, he would be ready to

meet the issue, whenever and wherever it could be
presented , and ail he asked of the Secretary of
State, or of his friends, was that they would give
him an opportunity to c ill up the evidence and
briDg forwa d the facta. He here pledge.! himself
before the committee, notwithstanding sny denial
which might b? m ide. that, if an opportunity was

afforded him, he would substantiate these facts.
This was the statement which he made ; That
the Secretary of State did write a letter to Boston,
after the offer had been made him of Secretary of
State, and did ask what they would do for him if
he accepted the office. He did take tbe office, and
it was agreed to raise the sum of $25 <M>0 in Boston
and a like sum in New York. The sum of $25,000,
he believed. was raised in New York, hut fell
short somewhat in Boston, the sura collected there
amounting to 51ft 800. He who stood in the office
of Secretary of State, haying snch an arrangement
with business men and bankers, was not the most
suitable person for the management of the pecuniarynegotiations of the country It made no differenceif this money had been offered voluntarily.Every one knew for what purposes commercialmen made such gifts Any man of independent
spirit, in that position, onght to have said that h«
would have nothing to do with this thing Me
should suspect the gifts, and those who made them
lib asked if such influences, brought to bear on

that officer, were not dangerous to the public justiceand public interests, and more especially dangerouswhen pecuniary concerns to a Urge amount
should be plsus&J iu his charge ?

Tlis colleague had said that he jMr. Allet| htt^
been sent here for the canseof human liberty and
certain other purposes, and the gentleman from
Alabama Mr Milliard had chimed in and sung
the same song. This was only done for the purposeof diverting the ear of the Mouse against the
truth, by creating a prejudice sgainst the speaker
by bringing up other considerations Whatever
might be his opinions at home or here, h^wonld
say that his course was frank, open, and^indisguised.Me pnhlishei his speeches as he made
them, and did not write oat one speeeh for the
South and another for the North Me w.ia not intrusivewith his opinions here. The reflections
made upon him, so far from answering the purposesof his colleague and confederate, must recoilupon their heads They could not hide the
true issue by attempting to smother the matter,
by exciting party prejudices Me referred to a

coalition existing in his colleague's district, and
Haiti that it was brought together l»y party mteretsami considerations of another character well
known.

It hail been said, as another argument againgt
liia remarks, that whatever had been done by or
for the Secretary of State should not be touched
or exposed, however the public interests demanded
it, because he w is a great tnan. This was the argumentof the gentleman from Alabama, |Mr
Milliard.) who was dazzled by visions of a foreign
mission tleshould have admired that gentleman's
remarks its much as his friend from South Carolina,[Mr Holmes ) if he had not a distaste for
bringing together fragments of speeches and parts
of sentences, from this orator and that orator, this
poet uud that poet, living and dead, lie thought
that.and the gentleman liked quotations.he
had been to ttie feast of langnnges. and stolen
away the scraps Though Mr. Webster was

great, the world had had examples in all nges that
grea» men fall before temptations which the feeble
often riwiat The example of the greatest and
meanest cf men" sbowsthat intelligence and virtue
were not inseparable The most brilliant intellect
should be tuufn'n^i p...4. ..

shoubl not conceal facts because Mr. Web-tor was

a Massachusetts man He referred to the Otises
and Adamses and said that in those days bribery
and corruption were unkuown Men then aooeptod
ollico, not as a road to wealth, hut as a highway to
poverty. Let any man defame the memory of
such statesmen in Massachusetts, and he would
be the first to vindicate them. Referring to the
charge of ingratitude to Mr. Webster, be desired
to know what favors he had received at his hands'
He knew not how cheap a man could he bought,
hut did not think that the fact of dining with
the Secretary of State should close the mouth of
a Representative of the American people Kven
though he should be offered a reward by the appointmentof a friend or brother to some lucrative
office, he could not be bought with the price. 111
conclusion, he stated that at some future time he
would take occasion to review the obligations of
Massachusetts to Mr Webster.
Mr. Asbmun thought that the remarks of his

colleague scarcely needed a reply. The sense of
shame and indignation that shone in every face,
and which was expressed so audibly last night,
was a better and more effectual response than
would be any words he could utter. Dad not
everyone mark the indignation relt ana uttered
all around tbe hall at the shameless charge made
lnat night? There was not an honorable man in
the House who would not, at such a charge, cry
out ''shame! shame!" He was coming directly
to the point. The gentleman charged last night,
and had reuewed the charge to-day, that, before
accepting the oflioe of Secretary of State, Mr.
Webster entered into a negotiation, by which he
made a condition that, if he accepted the oflioe, he
should receive from certain bankers in State
street, Hoston, and Wall street, New York, a

large sum of money.some $.'>0,0(10.and that that
contract had been fulfilled, so far as New York
was concerned, and nearly fulfilled so fur as Hostonwas concerned. This was a charge of corruptionIt was a charge that he had accepted
that office for the purpose of favoring men of
business, and it was nothing less. I le was authorizedto say that, in its length and breadth, in the
aggregate and in the detail, it was an un<|ualified
falsehood. He was authorized to say, and upon
that authority did say, that it was an unqualified
falsehood
Mr Allen. State your authority.
Mr. Ashmun. Now the issue was made the

challenge had been accepted Let the detainer of
the Secretary of State carry out his threats.
This was all he had to say; but he would
state

Mr. Allen Mr. Chairman
Mr. Ashmun. Take your seat, sir. You will

have time euough when I get through. You shall
not interrupt me.
He had now done what he was not authorized

to do lust night llaviug authority to do this
now, there could he no mistake about the matter
The gentleman had said, that whatever else he
might he, he was characterized by frankness.
This would )>e news to some people in Massachusetts.It would be news in the gentleman's
own village It wss news to him. If his characterhad been one of frankness through life, tbeu
hr h i I not been informed oorrectly. An evidence
of his frankness, that gentleman, with these purposesin the deep abysses of his heart, bad gone
to the hospitable board of Mr. Webster, and
there, with his family and friends around him,
partaken of his hospitality. He had gone there,
smiling, and seeming to be friendly, when there
were in his heart whisperings of malignity.
Mr Allen rose to a point of order. He had

no objection to nny statement of the kind; but
the statemeut was entirely false. He had not
been in his house this *e»-i n.
Mr Asbiuun said that the speech of the gentlemanhad been made with no new impressions.

He had not notne suddenly to the conclusion announcedon this floor All his life he had prolenardfriendship, while in his heart he harbored
enmity. The gentleman was frank. He did not
publish secret and confidential letters of Charles
Hudson 7
Mr Allen No, sir, you are a scoundrel if you

say so. 4

Mr Ashmun did not know what Charles Hudsouwould say The gentleman had been acceptinghospitalities, had sat at the board of the See|retary, and had smiled, while at the same time a
dagger was iu bis heart, if not in his htnd.

His colleague and himself had been oollesgueselsewhere Did they not recollect the scenes of
the Philadelphia Convention I His colleagueand himself, through the whole Convention, voted
for Webster as the candidate of the Wbig party,and because that gentleman did not receive the
nomination bis colleague rose up ami denounced
the Convention as traitors to the Whig psrly,and, spurning it, returned home to Massachusetts.
A nioo standard to prsasnt to tbs country , an

r ..
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client specimen of the frankness of hU oolleegue
3o much for that pert of the subject.
Mr. A then referred to the obarge of the exstenceof » coalition In his [Mr. Ashman's) dietrlot,and mid that it wns of no esaeequsas* to him

srhether personal or political oonsideratious had
most prevailed to give him triumphant votes in
his district, lie stood here to-daj, proud of the
support he had always received.

lie then stated, in relation to the charge of
having one version of his speech printed for the
South, and another version for the North, that
there was no truth in It. He appealed to those
who had known him for the six years he had been
in Congress to testify to the tru'h of his assertion

Mr. Hilliard asked leave of the House to make
an explanation.

Mr. Allen rose to a point of order. The House
had allowed him to reply to one personal charge
against him Another attack had been made, and
he had a right now to reply.
The Chairman decided that the gentleman had

no right to reply.
Mr. Hilliard asked the privilege to make an

explanation. He appealed to the Committee to

indulge him in a short reply to the attack made
upon him by the gentleman from Massachusetts

Objection was made.
Mr Allen rose to a question of privilege, which

was, that a personal attack having been made

against him by his colleague, he had a right to

reply.
The Chairman did not consider this a privi|leged question. The gentleman could only proceedby unanimous consent.
Objections were mode.
Mr. Bayly then olosed the debate on the bill

before the Committee, by answering the objections
made against it.

Several amendments were then offered to the
bill, and considerable debate ensued, wheu the
hour of half past three having arrived.
The Committee took a recess until six o'clock.

THE NATIONAL ERA.
WASHINGTON, MARCH «, 1851

J^j* Our paper is occupied this week, to the
exclusion of much interesting matter, with the

reports of the closing proceedings of Congress
Our readers would not have forgiven us, had we

omitted them
Hereafter we hope to find more roofh for comi

Hunicafions, and for our literary miscellany.

m I'RIXB ItK LEGALIZED?
"The National Era takes the affirmative of

this question lu some comments on the proc edingsof the Illinois Convention, these sentences
occur ' A legal relation is one which the law
allows, creates, or protects.' Again 'The leynU
. < ^ ccdcfica Is one- /Sting. lt**crwril*y another.It is legal If It is established by the lawmakingpower of the State, acting under the Constitutionwhich prescribes its exteut and limitations'
"We demur to the above sentiment. The

proper meaning of the term law, as applied to intelligentbeings, is a ruin of duty. That which is
immoral is never duty and, therefore, can never
become lav, in the true sense of that term It is
not, of course, our intention to deny that men

may pass enactments whiuh allow, create, or protect'crime.But are those enactments laws? Do
they impose the duty of obedience ? Does it requirea person to obey such enactmeots, to earn
the character of a law-abiding citizen ?".Fret
Presbyterian.
The Free Presbyterian is rather anxious, we

fear, to disagree with the Era. The difference
hpt«rpen im is one of detin it ion. not iirincilde.. We
agree with the Ft": Pnsbytrtuin, that no human
enactment cm justify a relation, or impose an

obligation upon an intelligent heing to do an act,
which the law of Nature or Revelation forbids.
In common with the editors of that paper, and
with every man who believes in the existence of
a God, we acknowledge the absolute Supremacy
of the Divine Law In ;> mciplr we agree. Wherein,then, lies the difference between us? In thfinition.nothing more. The Free Presbyterinn defineslaw to be, a n%ht rule of conduct one of
the essential elements of law, in its judgment, is,
its harmony withjusher. It follows from this, that
Ihe phra»es." hud Ian s" "tricked laws" "tyrununtillutes;' "erw.l laws," are all misnomers there
can be no such laws A ' bad law" is no law at

all No enactment is law which commands, sanctions,or allows anything wrong.
Need we say that this definition is not warrantedby tlie etviu»»,->«» «-«»l u w. ji ..»

supported by authority, not in conformity with
popular ideas or modes of expression?
The word is derived from a Saxon root, meaning/«!</, set, or fixed," and means simply a rule

of coinlnct.not of iln'y, as the Feet Presbyterian
has it. Human law is a rule of conduct pre'scribed by the supreme power of the State; DiIvine law, a rule of conduct prescribed by the
Creator. The latter can never he otherwise than
just and good, because its Author is always just
and good. The former may be short-sighted,
absurd, or unjust, bearing the stamp of its fallible
or corrupt author.
Hum in laws may be right or wrong, humane

or barbarous.allowing in one country what they
fori i 1 iu another, prohibiting to-day, what yesj
terdny they legalized.

Houses of ill fame arc legalized in some purta of

Kurope, but are illegal in some States of this
Union.

l'olygamy. which was allowed by the Mosaic
iustitution, is a crime under our laws. To deny
that it was lesral. that is. allowed hv law ninonw

the Jew», is to deny a fuot.
The union of Church and StAte in England

we regard an wrong, u trespass upon the rights of
conscience Is it therefore illegal/ Everybody
knows that it yi established by law.
Once the foreign slate trade was a ttgal traffic.

that is, allowed and protected by law. Now, our

law regards and treats it m a crime. Its moral
character, not being dependent upon human enactment.was just the same then as it is now. It
was always a crime against man and God.not
any less a crime then, for being allowel by law,
not any more a crime now, for being forbidden by
law We repeat, the hgility of a relation is one
thing, its mouilgy another.

G.tmbling by lottery, which the Ffc Preshyteri'inconsiders a crime, is legalized in some States.
It is useliM to deny the fact. The law allows,
licenses it You o miiot by any legal process preventmen from selling or buying lottery tickets
in such States. The businesH is just as legal as

any oilier You may any it ought not to be true,
but it it; and you can make it unlawful, only by
forbidding it by law
So slavery is established, defined, recognised,

protected, regulated by law in the slaveholding
Slates Because it k, it does not follow that it
ought to be.any more than because it ought not
to be, it follows that it n not. Human law hue
legalized.that is, allowed, protected, established,
Slavery.just as it has allowed polygamy, the
slave trade, lotteries, gambling, houses of ill
fame.but it can no more make that right than
ihetr right. Their moral right or wrong depends
upon their relations, not to human law, but to the
Divine law.
The Frtf Pruhi/ltrviH snys that the doctrine of

the Era is " identical with the famous (or rather
infamous) dogma.'That is property which the
law makes property.* " The dogma is true.and
the offence of Mr Clay was, not iu giving utteranceto it, but iu w< io\' if a j a misoh to justify Slavery.for,he added, " two hundred years of legislationhas sanctioned and sanctified negro slaves
as property " Two hundred thousand years of
legislation cannot sanction or sanctify a wrongThelaw in the free States makes the soil and its
products, capital, and the productions of capital
and labor, property.ami in the slave Stales it
makes men, women, and children, property This
is a fact . and it is because it is true, that what
the law makes property is property, that we so

utterly detest the system of slavery Our heaviestcharge against that system is, that it takes
man, who was created a little lower than the an(t'U,and to whom was given dominion over the
fish of the sea, and the fowl of the air, and the
beasts of the field, drags him down to their level,
and makes him property, in the same sense that
they are made property. This is the very element
which makes Slavery the monster crime against
humanity.dishonoring Ilumau Nature and ineultiugits Creator.

It is fblly to say that the law af the elateHtats*

L WASHINGTON, D.
L

oannot Mkt human Wing* property. It does
make them property. " The slave ia one who ie
in the power of a master to whom he belougs.
The master can sell him, diapoee of hie person,
his industry, and hia labor He can do nothing,
possess nothing, nor acquire anything, but what
must belong to his master" This ia the law,
this, the fact, in Louisiana. The slave is property
because the law makes him property. Of the /i/<v
of the law, no one can doubt, its right or wrong
is another queetion. To show our abhorrence of
the law, it is not necessary that we deny its existence: nor does a recognition of its existence

imply approval or toleration of the relations it
allows or establishes.

THE NATIONAL ERA.

The National Era, in its prosperity, is getting
selfish and exacting. It is erasiug Free Noil pa.
pers from its exchange list, as we perceive by
notices in our exchanges, aud the Star finally
shires the same fate Wherefore? Simplybecausewe do not find it convenient to insert its
long Prospectus of (in our paper) between one
and two columns lenirth. which, at the usual
rates of advertising, would amount to from twelve
to fifteen dollars! This we call reacting.
The Era, with a circulation of ten or fifteen

thousand, could certainly well afford to exchange
with all the Free Soil papers of the country, withoutmaking unreasonable exactions upon them.
and especially, as it is the experience of every
Free Soil country Publisher, that the Era trenchesupon his own circulation. There will be men,
who do not appreciate the duty which they owe
to the local press, and who will unhesitatingly
depress its spirit, and dampen its energies, by
discontinuing, that they may the more convenientlytake, a distant paper We have long known
the fact that the Era has displaced many of our

subscribers, yet we have never hesitated to be just
and generous to th^ Era. We have often spoken
of it in terms of commendation, and have never

spoken of those things wherein we deemed it defective
Last autumn we inserted its short prospectus

which we saw in our exchanges, and marked iff
and sent it to the Era, thinking we had therehy
entitled ourself to a continuance of exchange We
were not a little surprised, subsequently, to see a

long prospectus put forth, the insertion of which
was made a condition of exchange. We at once

resolved, having in our judgment done the fair
thing, to submit to no such unreasonable exaction.theresult is, the Era ceases to visit us.

Though we regard the Era as an able and valuablepaper, we do not regard it at all indispensableto our existence. We cannot, therefore, say,
as does our friend of the Chanion D> mortal, that
ir» must havr it, eryn if nr. srrul on in cash thr jiricr
of subscription f We intend to do no such thing

It is unquestionably true, that we. and other
country mibliahers. we ton prone ta yield to the
unreasonable exactions ot The meiroj>bitt>rn press

It is time, we think, for the oountry press to
asnert their rights an 1 their true dignity In this
day of railroad speed and telegraphic communication,a very extensive metropolitan exchange is
not necessary for the country press. The oity
press has too long given tone to the country press.
It is time for the latter to exhibit true independence.
Conceding great ability and value to the NationalEra.conceding great importance to its

local position.disclaiming any desire to diminish
itu lsffi timufa (tiroitlafinn nt» Ipuupn itu npnunArit v
.in " I "J-~. 1

we shall venture the following criticisms
1. The National Em fails in true sympathy for

the country local press, else it would freely offer
an exchange to the few Free Soil papers in existence,leaving U to their generosity to make a

suitable return.
4- It fails to secure to the party of Freedom

the benefits of a central organ, inasmuch as it
orerlooks and underrates the importance of the
local press, and hence fails to discern, gather tip,
concentrate, and reflect the local sentiment of
the oountry.

3. It is stiff, stately, and painfully dignified,
unfortunately imitating in this the aristocratic
austerity of the National Intelligtnctr. Its articles,
though many of thera able, are too much in the
style of stilted, lumbering essays, adapted rather
to a Monthly lteview than to the columns of a

weekly newspaper.and this renders most of them
unfit to be transferred into the oolumns of the
local presa.

4. It is an individual enterprise.one which is
probably building up a fortune for its editor.but
it disclaims being a party organ ami refuses to
insert, as such, our national nominations. It is
merely the organ of the personal views of the
editor.which views are at all times sufficiently
conservative.

4 It falla abort of a true reformer, in that it
opposes some of the needed reforms of the day.
Forexample. it dtoes not come square up to the
» Slim U1 MI# DAo or ««.. vu tuexuumtr
of poting' rf/orm Like nearly all of the rest of
the selfish metropolitan press, the Ext is opposed
to having newspapers carried free in the mails to
a distance of thirty miles from the office of publication,lest, thereby, its own oiroulation may be
diminished, and the preponderance be in favor of
the toiling, straggling, too little appreciated, and
poorly patronized country press.
With all those drawbacks, its excellences are

not few, and its numerous readers can appreciatethem We bear the Era no ill will We
envy not its excellent editor his prosperity. He
has had his days of darkness and of trial, and we

rejoice that he has outlived them. The Era is
now, and we are rejoiced at it, on a firm foundation,and there is no justioe in mrirhihti it, at the
expense of many of the local newspapers. Let
each receive a due support.
We beg of the Era no exchange. Let it do

that which seems to itself right.we shall be
likely to do the s ime.and shall try to take care
of ourself.

If the country press would think more of each
other, and appreciate each other's excellences,
and common trials, and struggles and difficulties
inurr, :in»i yicm iesa 10 me oyersQitiowing, cornbioed,selfish influence of the metropolitan preen,
far better would it be for them
We hope to lire to nee the day, when the local

press, universully, shall he in the hands of men
of true independence of sprit, and of intellectual
and moral power sufficient for a successful maintenanceof that independence.then it will not
hare to hen " Oty erckanne, but its reciprocity will
be courted..Ohio Star.
With the exception of tho Ohio Star, and one

other paper, no Free Soil journal has manifested
other than friendly feelings towards the National
Era. We do not believe that the editor of the
Star Is really unfriendly, but he is disturbed by a

momentary resentment.
Towards the Local Press we have never felt or

acted unkindly. Its importance we do not undervalue,nor have we ever attempted to trench upon
its circulation. Among the considerations that
have made us turn a deaf ear to innumerable solicitationsto reduce the price of the Eat to one

dollar a year, a determination not to underbid
the local newspapers, has been a prominent one

Hy no act or word, h ive we directly or indirectly
disparaged their merits, or betrayed a want of
true sympathy with them. As to the exemption
of newspapers from postage, within a range of
thirty miles from the places of publication, we

withdrew long aincc our opposition to the policy
not because we thought it sound in principle, or

beneficial in its tendency upon the local papers, but
because they, being the parties chietly concerned,
i[Misled that it was Important to their interests,
and we did not wish to stand in an attitude of antagonismto them. Lately, being urged for some

expression of opinion on the suhjeot, wc frankly
stated our views, dui roroorr to urge inem we

would not lift a finger to prevent the wishes of
the local prees, on thia eubject, from being carried

into effect.
The National Era, it is true, is prosperous but

it has burdens to bear from which the Local Press
is eiempt. It oosU us, this year, on the single
item of oompoftition for our piper, ^7.'k) more than
it did the first year of its eiistenoe. The wages
of journeymen printers in Washington nre higher
then in sny part of the Union. At the beginning
of this year they raised their prices, and, as we

have never yet oontended with the claims of labor,
we cheerfully paid the advance.so that it now

costs us fifty-two cents a thousand for our compo
sition, probably twice as much as our friend of the
Star pays for his. In other words, should he set

up for his paper as much type as we set up for the
Era. it would oost him .V) a week, or about
51 700 a year less, on the single item of composition,than it costs us.
* .In relation to contributions, too, we pay more

than IKK) a year for our correspondence.an
eipcuditure which the majority of locil papers
almost entirely avoid.
Then, there is scarcely a reading room in

the country which has not requestei the Em
train. Formerly,the requeet was promptly compliedwith, but of 1st*, as a matter of self-defence,
we htve been obliged to charge them half price
for the paper, which is greatly below the ooet.-
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We apprehend this rale ha* subjected us to the

imputation, in some quarters, of being "selfhh and

exacting." | i

As to oar exchanges, we bare been so liberal
as to suffer then to ran up to the number of
about six hundred, costing us between seven nnd
eight hundred dollars a year. At the beginning of
this volume, finding our expenses greatly increasing,we determined to reduce the list, if possible
As it is desirable that anti-slavery and slavery
papers should cultivate a better acquaintance, we

stopped none of our numerous exchanges in the
South; but the o,eration of reduction was confinedchiefly to Whig, Democratio, and denomina-
tional papers of the North, which, however valuablein themselves, could be beet spared from our

table. Wc intended to continue our exchange with
all the Free Soil papers.and if one here and there
was cut off, it was bj an oversight, or for some reasonwhich we do not now recollect. The Star is
under a wrong impression, in supposing that we

demanded the publication of our Prospectus as a

condition to an exchange. We did not even ask
our exchanges to publish it, but simply stated
that, should any one choose to do so, it would of
course lay us under an obligation to exchange.
Our friend of the Star will now acknowledge,

we are sure, that, if the Era is prosperous, it is
also liberal in its expenditures, and that, while
it feels obliged to reduce some of its unnecessary
burdens, it is far-from being " selfish or exacting "

As to the style of the Era, we regret that we

have not been able to please the taste of our

friend of the Star ; but the poignancy of our sorrowis mitigated by the consideration that, in
view of the unfitness of our articles for transfer
to the columns of the local press, he has renlly
lost nothing by the discontinuance of the exohange.
Our friend will allow us to correct an error

into which he has fallen concerning the Era's
position ou the Postage Question. Hy reference
to our Prospectus, he will see that it is fully " up
to the wishes of the mass of the People." For
many years, we have steadily gone for a uniform
rate of two cents postage, on letters weighing not
more than half an ounce for all distances, for reductionof newspaper postage, and for the aboli-
tion of the franking privilege. This is the substunceof what the People demand.
A few words on another point. The Star says
"It (the Em) is an iudividud <nterprise.one

which is probably building up a fortune for its
editor.but it disclaims heing a party organ, and
refuses to insert, as such, our national nominations.It is merely the organ of the personal

"Views th the editor.which views are at all times
sufficiently conservative."
Very well. The Em is an individual enterprise

Should it build up a fortune for its editor, it
would certainly surprise him, but we do not
know that any one would have a right to complain.We owe no man anything.we have receivedgratuities from none.we give every subscriberto our paper a full equivalent for his
money.we are under obligations to none, except
to those who, from a too flattering kindness for
us, or-out of pure devotion to anti-slavery principles,have exerted themselves for the increase of
our circulation and the only way of showing our

gratitude to them is, by making the Era a consistentadvocate of those principles, and as good
a paper in other respects as our means and abili-
ty will allow. The &ra is certainly not a party
organ, hut it cordially sympathir.es with, and sus|taint, the good and trueraen in and out of existing
organixtlions, who constitute the Party of Progress

and iirfjorm Undoubtedly it is controlled

hy its editor, as every other newspaper ought to

he ; and is an eiponcfit of his views, for which no.

Party, happily, o»n be hfcfii responsible, as he is

responsible for no party. But ft.is,not merely an

exponent of his views, for, he humbly fgpststhat
he concurs in opinion with the great b&dv of

anti-slavery men, and his columns are always
open, when there is room, to expressions of dissentfrom any of his views.
There.we hive done what is quite a new

thing for us.made a long defence agiiust a personalattack; and now, to show our friend of the
Shir that we harbor no resentment against him.
notwithstanding his " odorous comparisons," we
»*.~u | ^e Era.

THE REAL DIFFICULTY.

During the debate on the reference of the Presjident's message concerning the Boston rescue,
Mr. Mason of Virginia insisted that the Fugitivelaw, to prove efficient, must be carried out
by the People of the free States with alacrity,
diligence, and seal Mr. Cass wished to know
whether he would have the People turn out. with
hue and cry after a runaway, leaving their occuj
patious for the purpose of arresting birn. Would
Mr Mason, he asked, and hia neighbors leave
their homes anil business, to seize a fugitive from
justice from a Northern State ? The reply waa,
Certainly, if neoessary.

Both gentlemen entirely overlooked the radical
difference between the two cases. A robber or

murderer is an offender ngainst human and divine
law He is un enemy to muukiud ; and no matter
where the act may have been committed, every personhas a deep interest in hia seizure and punishment.The law of justice and the instinct of selfpreservationcry out against hia escape, and demandretribution. A slave is not a criminal, but,
innocent of offence, he is jeprived of his freedom,
and degraded to the condition of property. Societyhas suffered uo wrong at his hands, has no

punishment to mffict upon him, cherishes no resentmenttowards him. Hia bondage, even by
slaveholders, is regarded as a misfortune, by
others, as a grievous wrong That he should
seek to escape from it, excites no surprise, offends
against no right, no iustinct of Humanity. The
attempt vindicates his manhood, and, if successful,
must demonstrate, even to his owner, his fitness
for freedom.
The citizens of a slave State do not regard

theesoape of a slave as they do that of a criminaland how c tu it be expected that a free State
community can feel iudignation or concern at
such an event ? If there be any feeling at all, it
is one of sympathy for the fugitive. He has
done no wrong, no harm to anybody.his flight
is no offence against the laws of nature or of natioushe is doing what every one knows he has
a perfect right to do, seeking to escape from a

degnidition forced upon him in violation of the
rights of mm, ami to se-ure that freedom which
is the birthright of every hutnaa being The
slaveholder does uot regard him as criminal, for
doing what he himself Wpuld do, in simflnr eiretinist<nce»: can he blame, the citizens of a free
State for concurring with him in opinion ?

Here lies the real difficulty in Attempting to
enforce any law for the rendition of fugitive
slaves Forget the Declaration of Independence,
blot out the lights of Christianity, annihilate the
instincts of Humanity, convert Man into a Devil,
and God into a Tyrant.then, aod not till then,
shall your Fugitive laws be executed with " alacrity,diligenco, and seal ".then, and not till then,
will it be as easy to catch and punish n fugitive
slave, as a fugitive felon.

Violent resistance is not necessary to nullify a

law. We deprecate sueh resistance, as wrong in

principle and injurious in consequences, unless indeedthe evil to he remodied h is reached such a

height, as to justify its opponents in resorting to

revolution, and putting at hazard all the gre>t interestsalready secured by the existing order of
thiugs To render a law inefficient or inoperativein our country, it is only necessary to withdrawfrom it the breath of Publio Sentiment. A
slave from Virginia posses through New York
on his way to Canada. People give him food,
money, lodging, ordinary charities ; tell him the
road to the next town.withhold information to

his pursuers concerning him. In all this they
commit no illegal act, do not even violate the

spirit of any Inw. But if this exercise of ordinary
hospitality, which no law can forbid or prev.ent,
renders the Fugitive net in most cases Inefficient)
how om it bn helped ? The evil, if it be one, is

beyond lb* reach of legislation, denunciation, or

orgnment.and it is m ohildiah to oomplain of U,

m it would be to fret because iee melts when the
ion shines, or water freeres when the thermometer
fall* to tero.

MA*sAcm*SKTTa..Another attempt was made
a few days since to elect a Senator from Massachusetts.The number repaired for a choice was

I9.">.Sumner received 19.1, the highest nnmber
he has yet received The election wai then poetponedtill the 10th inBtant, when, it is hoped, Mr.
Sumner may be chosen.

Commodore Stockton Chosen Senator..
Commodore Richard F. Stockton is elected to the
United States Senate from Ifew Jersey for six
years from the 4th of March next. The rote on

the final ballot stood.
R F Stockton, Democrat - - 39

Ford, Democrat ....3
William L Dayton, Whig - - 32
Randolph, Wkig 2

Nrceesary to choose 39; and the Commodore
had them.

CLOSING SCENES.
Of the proceedings on Monday, we present a

mere summary.
The Senate met at 11 o'clock, and immediately

resumed t&e consideration of the Hirer and Harborbill. Several test rotes showed a clear majorityin favor of the measure, but a determined minorityopposed it. It soon became manifest that
a trial of endurance between the two parties was

inevitable. It is a sound principle, that when the
will of a majority in favor of a particular measure

is clearly ascertained, after sufficient discussion,
and after a fair trial of the usual parliamentary
expedients to arrest precipitate action, it out*ht to

jircvnil It is miserable faction on the part of a minorityto attempt to defeat it, by preventing any
legislation at all. We do not approve of the
River and Harbor bill in all its parts. It was the
result of "log-rolling" among the members.it
was an omnibus, which few could approve, as a

whole, but which many were willing to sanction,
for the purpose of securing some particular interestembraced in it. Still, it was better that it
should pass than be defeated by faction. Its
abuses would have been temporary, and the Peoplemight have prevented their repetition. But,
tolerate the principle, that a minority may make
speeches, read reports, propose idle amendments,
and demand the yeas and nays, for the^gvt purposeof wasting time and preventing decisive actionby a fhir vote, and there is end of GovernmentFaction is treason, and t^e more dangerous,because it avails itselfof constitutional forms
to break down the Constitution.
From 11 o'clock Monday morning, till 12

o'clock Tuesday, the Senate sat without recess.engagedin a struggle, not of mind, but
oi muscie. we maue our way inio ine reporters
gallery late in the evening. The reporters had
given way to the ladies the other galleries were

thronged, aud the lobbies were orowded.
Mr. Clemens of Alabama, with his leg slung

over a desk, was reading, in a low, monotonous
tone, ae a part of his speeoh, a long speech deliveredformerly by somebody else. No one paid
any attention to him. Mr. Rhett sat a few seats
behind him with his hat on, talking with a brotherSenator. Mr. Walker was almost recumbent
in his chair, apparently admiring with half-closed
eyes the brilliant chandelier suspended from the
dome. Another Senator seemed to be aiming with
his legs at the same object. To vary the entertainment,a lover of the weed went up to Mr.
Clemens and asked him for a quid of tobacco.
The orator, interrupting his exercises for a moment,drew out from his breeches' pocket " a

chunk," which his brother Senator, after laying in
a good supply, deliberately handed back, and the
orator resumed his reading. And so the night
wore away, in those delightful occupations, until 4
.o'clock in the morning, when, without coming to

conclusion, the grave and reverend body, affecting^te1represent preeminently the intelligence
of the Am£iycRn People, and the dignity of Re-

publicanism :i|tf cu 1,0 pwtpvuo tuc uuxiBiucrnuuu

ofthe bill, for th^Rorpose of taking up the appropriationbills.
The Hou« on Mondag-Leturned the Post Of-

ftse Appropriation bill to the Senate, without
amendments.
The bill to convert, one regiment of infawtry

into a regiment of mounted cavalry wasinjypdThePatent Otlice Report was or<f|N^|»b» ,

printed.100,000 extra copies of the nyrlwiUt*!
part.2f»,000 of the meohanical part.fcF
the use of the Commissioner.
A bill for the improvement of our Lighthowat

system was read a third time and passed.
Passed.a bill from the Senate for the abolitionof constructive mileage ; the Senate bill limitingthe liability of ship owners ; the Senate bill

to ascertain and settle private land claims in California;n joint resolution for the distribution of
certain books the Senate resolution anthoriiing
the President to bring Kossuth and his associates
to this country in a nitional vessel.
Numerous unsuccessful motions were made.

among them, motions to take up bills appropriatinglands for railroads.and a motion to take up
the French Spoliation bill
The House was informed that the bills making

Post Office appropriation, and reducing the rates
of postage, with the I louso amendments, had been
concurred in by the Senate.

Frequent efforts were made to adjourn, to take
a recess, &c , but they failed
The Senate was informed by resolution that the

House, having disposed of the important business
of the session, was now ready to adjourn.
The following explanation was made by Mr.

Otis of Maine, in relation to the charge against
Mr. Webster.
Mr Otis rose and said: I ask the indulgence of

the House fire minutes for a personal explanation.
The following communication appeared in the
Boston Atlas of the 2Sih ultimo :

" 11 McLean Si kkkt, Thursday Evknino.
" To th* Editors of thr. Atlas:

" In the evening papers of this date, under the
telegrsphio head, I notice the following item
'"The facts appear to be, that Mr. Webster

wrote to the sub-treasurer. Mr. Haven, that he
had been offered the Scate Department, but could
not accept it, unless his friends would make up
what be would storifioe pecuniarily by accepting

Mr. Haven showed the letter to Collector
Greeley, who at that time told its contents to Mr.
Otis, a member from Maine, who was present.
Mr. Otis has divulged the matter to Congrewmeu.
It is whispered that Peter Harvey brought on the
Boston funds, and A. C. Benson, the New York
funds'

" Will you have the goodness to say in your
paper of to-morrow that this statement, ho f.ir as

it rdfers to me, is utterly untrue? Mr. Haven
never showed me any such letter; I never knew
that he had received any such letter, nor have I
ever made any such statement to Mr. Otis, or

anybody else.
" Your obedient servant,

" P. Greelky, Jra."
I did not authorise the publication in the lit.

aMy end it was d..ue without my knowledge I
am not responsible for it in that form, i did re- i
peat a conversation I had with Mr Greeley, from
which the statement was undoubtedly made.

In July last, before the President had formed
his Cabinet, on my return from Maiue, having
heard it,reported that Mr. Webster was to be Secretaryof State, I called at the custom-house in
Boston, and inquired of Mr. Greeley about it.
1 le said it was reported that there were letter* in
the city from Mr Webster. in which he said that
the President had offered him the situation of
Secretary of State In a few minutes a stranger
to me came into the room, and called Mr. Greeleyone side, and gave hiin a letter to retd. After
rea<iing it. and a few minutes' conversation, Mr.
Greeley returned to his seat, and said that the
gentleman was Mr Haven, and the letter was
from Mr. Webber, jn which he stated that the
President had offered hiin the sitnatian of Secretaryof State, and he only hesitated to aconpt it
from the pecuniary sacrifice he must maha. He
added, that Mr Haven tolJ him hs should writs
that day to Mr. Webster, urging hlni tc acceptthe place, and whatever aacrifice hs made should
be made up to him by his friends
The morning of my return hsre, which was

within forty-eight hours aftsr that conversation
took place, I repeated it in this Hall In the hearingof more than half a dosen members. I hav®
been inquired of recently, and have repented it,
as near as words would convey the * <* J'"'
of a eonvemtion. If any lajnatlee la done, bod

VOL. V.
the letter of Mr. Webster and the reply of Mr.Ha*en are undoubtedly in existence, and theirpublication will show the matter correctly.Had Mr. Greeley candidly stated in his notethe matter as it was, instead of equivocating uponthe expression of " vich letter," and 11 such statement,"he would have saved himself any furthertrouble, and saved tne the necessity of this explanation.

THE LAST HOtRX.
The majority of the Senate gave way at a latehour Tuesday morning, and the River and Harborbill was passed .to IS.
The appropriation bills from the House werethen taken up and passed.
The House took a recess Monday afternoonfrom half past three to six o'clock, when it metand continued in session all n'ght.and next morning"till half past seven o'clock, when it took a recesstill nine o'clock. From that hour till twelve,it was in session, constant communications passingbetween both Houses. At twelve o'clock,theyadjourned siae die, all the appropriation bills Lav-

ing passed. The bill for the relief of Mr. Ritchie
was not acted upon in the Senate. Other billsfailed for want of time.

THE CHARGE AGAINST MR. WEBSTER.
We present an ample report of the chargemade bj Judge Allen in the House of Repre-*entativee. against Mr. Webster, and of thf defenceby Messrs. Ashman and Milliard.
Judge Allen bettered, on the strength of evidencein his possession, that a fund of fifty thousanddollars had been pledged to defray the expensesof Mr. Webster, provided he would acceptthe office of Secretary of State.that of this

amount the sum of forty-four thousand had been
rained.$35,000 in New York, * 19,000 in Boston.chietlyfrom capitalists, merchants, and
manufacturers.
We can see no evidence that he brought this

matter before the House wantonly, or from ma

lignant motives. The subject under considerationwas the bill making provision for the paymentof the instalments due to the Mexican
Government, and authorising the Secretary of
State to superintend the business. Mr. Allen,
supposing that the Secretary might have been
laid under some obligation by the reception of
the fuud referred to, objected to this part of the
bill.not impeaching, as we understood hiui, the
honesty of the Secretary, but recognising, at

every man must do, that law of human nature
which disposes it to reciprocate kind offices

Mr." Webster Is a great «.«a, but greatness *<

cannot plead exemption from the rules of pro-
priety which govern ordinary mortals He has
a high reputation abroad, but the reputation of
the country rests not upon hi* merits, but its
own.

That a large aum of money was raised for him
by moneyed men in Boaton and New York, to
enable him to accept the office of Secretary of
State, nobody thinks of denying. Judge Allen
offered to produce the evidence in support of his
statement: the House refused to hear it Mr
Julian, a friend of his, moved a Committee of Investigationthe House rejected the motion. The
fact that the money was raised, is uuiversally admitted; it ia notorious in Washington; the
Webster papers of Boston concede it. The
Boston Daily Advertiser says:

" It ia a transaction in which, if it were proper
to lay before the public a matter that in its natureis striotly personal, a'l the parties to it might
take an honorable pride. If the friends of Mr.
Webster, from their estimate of his public services,have voluntarily tendered to him a pecuniarycompensation for the sacrifice which he has
made by the acceptance of his present office, in
the abandonment of the practice of his profusion,in which he held the highest rank, end if
Mr. Webster, after having devoted the labors of |
a long life, exceeded in industry, perseteranc.e,
and the highest intellectual exertion, by the laborsof no man living, either in the duties of his
profession or in the public services, finds himselfat this period of his life in a condition to
need, in the discharge of obligations such as every
man owes to his family, some equivalents for the
sacrifices which he has voluntarily made, it is
difficult to conceive on what ground either the
offer or the acceptance of such an equivalent can

be justly complained of."
The Boston Courier says:
" It has been for some time a subject of serious

thought with many persona of intelligence and
weight in the country, to devise some means to

provide an adequate support for the State Departmentat Washington. It has been thought
not only discreditable to the Government, hut
highly prejudicial to the public interest, that this
Department should he stinted to such beggarly

of doing the diplomatic honors of this great
gtfi prosperous nation, as are afforded hy a salary
of thousand dollars a year Certainly if the
wart of the State Department is worth doing, it I
It waf<h doing well, and is worthy of being de

aartlwpdfdfor No one who knows anything of I
WMkiagftt* *nd public business, n^ds to he in
formod thai Jho salary of the Secretary of State
is ne*t hp eethto* aa to pay for the labor and cost

of holdttf lh# oflhe Now,if it should so happen,
that auy Murt" of public-spirited persons in the
Uni'ed desirous simply that the j
State DepatiMtti thauld he kept in deceut trim,
and so maintnlttA thn every able man without a

fortune shouM starved out of it.if it
should go happsttWe say, that these persons were

to take measurl^i of their own accord, to meet

any pecuniary exigencies arising in this Department,and were to i"ld their purses in readiness
to keep the public servants free from embarrass
ment.we desire to know whether such a proceedingwould not he a c^isen-like and praiseworthy
act."
Here is an admission of the fact, with elaborate

attempts at justification.
Wo harbor no ill fueling towards Mr.Weh- I

ster. His course on the Slavery Question is

opposed to all our notion* of Right, but wc do

not assume to question hi* right to change his

opinions, and his conduct itfi'-h them. Nor hare

we any disposition to m ike w*r on a man's pri
vate character, because we differ from him politi
oally. But the transaction referred to does not,
in the judgment of Mr. Web*(*r's friends, affect
his honor or honesty; and not* 'hat it has been

brought before the country, it clearly a legiti
raite subject for public animadversion
The important question to \rhioh i' g',es r'!"'

is, Ought a public servant to P« depeaieut upon

certain classes of individuals for *upport ? Can

a high officer of the Governn'ont act with that

exclusive regard to great ii.tttof**^ int«re8*a which

should stamp his whole oourse, While under heavy

pecuniary obligation* to ptrtici'lar interests ' i

Want of room in thin number oblige us to I
uepend further remarks on 9V subject. We I
lhall resume them next week.

nw V.gk 8knator .In the Vork Sen I
*U, February «, the bill presidio* for the elao- I
lion of a United States Senator w%* amende! I

-hanging the time of election to thefourth Mon- I
Jay in March. The Tote waa 16 tP '0. It ia I
heiiered that it will pasa finally in th*« «l»»Pe

si ir ior Daiajm.Barton, the i1"- I
her, arrested in mistake aa a fugitire, *»* broiigh' 9

»uit against the District Attorney, L*nt. for ma I

licioua proeecufion, laying damages at' tbou- I
and dollars. I

J' MS Bakke of Mississippi has t»eei,'f>"firmed I

hy the Senate, aa Chief Justice of Net* Mexico. I

and Judge Broct hus of this place, as f hief Jus I

lice of Utah. They are not ulfrnist, w® Wbw I

on the eubjeot of alarery.
0

Naw |f«Mr»niRs.There is to be an.aaimated F
contest in the Granite State this apri°K 'rh' I
election takes plaoe on Tuesday, March 4tb I
riral caadida'es are as follows I

1st Diatrict.Amos Tuck, (Whig and Free

Soil,) George Kittredge, (Democrat) |(
2d District.Anthony Colby (Whig) Asa

Fowler, (Free-Soiler .) Charles R» I'®*®1** I
Democrat)

I

M District.J »ro«J Perkios. (W^'* nJ f,'r,'r I
Soil ) George W Morrison, ll>en»ttcr*'' I
4 h District- Jonathan KiUr"*!*, (Whig I

John II White, (Free Soil ) HWT HlbbaH I

(Democrat)
1

Tba Democratic Conreotlon »kW» »on" |
nated Mr Atwood for Oo»eroor

' I
Concord on the lltih. nod renominated Samuel I

Dl.Sin, the ptMwt G«»/mor, instead of Mr I

A , by a rote of SM to 3 Tb* thing was I
long before. I


